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Pitt HealthyU Fair to be Held on Monday, Sept. 25 
Special Announcement About “Breathe Easy, Pitt” Campaign at Noon 

 
 The University of Pittsburgh’s annual HealthyU Fair will have special significance this year, not only 

because the fair will serve as one of the marquee programs during the University’s celebration of the “Year of 

HealthyU,” but also because leaders of the “Breathe Easy, Pitt” campaign and CVS Health will participate in a 

brief presentation during the event.  The HealthyU Fair, now in its seventh year, will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m. on the William Pitt Union lawn, with the presentation starting at noon. 

The Breathe Easy, Pitt campaign recently received a grant from the CVS Health Foundation to continue 

the University’s work to advocate for, and potentially adopt a policy to make Pitt a smoke- and tobacco-free 

campus.   The grant is delivered through the American Cancer Society’s Tobacco-Free Generation Campus 

Initiative, funded by the CVS Health Foundation, which is designed to accelerate and expand the number of 

college campuses across the country that prohibit smoking and tobacco use.  Earlier this week, the CVS Health 

Foundation announced that it has awarded $1.2 million in grants to 126 schools this year, including Pitt, who are 

working toward a tobacco-free campus policy.  Additional grants are available for schools as part of “Be the 

First,” CVS Health’s five-year, $50 million program to help deliver the first tobacco-free generation through 

education, tobacco control advocacy, and healthy behavior programming. 

The Breathe Easy, Pitt campaign began in the fall of 2015.  Marian Vanek, who currently serves as the 

interim director of the Pitt Wellness Center, and Donald Burke, dean of the Graduate School of Public Health and 

associate vice chancellor for global health, co-chair a committee that is composed of students, faculty, and staff.  

Student leaders who serve on the Pitt Student Health Advisory Board (SHAB), have partnered with Pitt’s 

undergraduate and graduate student governments to gain support for the initiative.  

“We are so pleased to receive a grant from the CVS Health Foundation in support of our efforts to 

hopefully make Pitt a tobacco-free campus,” said Vanek.  “Our Breathe Easy Committee has worked for the past 

two years to inform the University community about the benefits of Pitt becoming a tobacco-free campus, and 

this financial support will enable us to continue our educational efforts.  We have a shared vision that, 

ultimately, we want to help young people either refrain from using tobacco products that cause great harm, or 

stop using tobacco products through cessation programs.” 

-more- 

 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/cvs-health-foundation-american-cancer-society-and-truth-initiative-team-up-to-help-reduce-smoking-on-college-campuses-300521821.html
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The University of Pittsburgh is honored to have CVS Health president and chief executive officer, Mr. 

Larry J. Merlo, serve on its Board of Directors.   Merlo was named a University of Pittsburgh Distinguished 

Alumni Fellow in 2016, an award that recognizes graduates with records of professional achievement and 

community service.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from Pitt’s School of Pharmacy in 1978, and was elected to 

the Board of Trustees in 2013.   

 “We’re at a critical moment in our country’s efforts to end the epidemic of smoking and tobacco use, 

and expanding the number of tobacco-free college and university campuses is an important step in those 

efforts,” said Merlo.  “That’s why CVS Health is pleased to award the University of Pittsburgh with a Tobacco-

Free Campus Initiative grant to support your tobacco-free campus journey.” 

 

MORE OF THE FAIR AND YEAR OF HEALTHYU 

More than 40 Pitt entities and community partners will have interactive booths, displays, and 

information at the HealthyU Fair, all designed to inform Pitt students about the eight dimensions of wellness 

and how they can engage in beneficial programs and services.  Some highlights of the fair is the administration 

of free flu shots for Pitt students, the “drunk goggles” interactive display, and the ever-popular therapy dogs. 

“When we talk about wellness, it’s more than just physical well-being,” said Vanek.  “We have programs 

and services in Student Affairs, and throughout the University, to enhance emotional wellness, social wellness, 

occupational wellness, spiritual wellness, financial wellness, and more, which will all be on display at the 

HealthyU Fair.” 

The Office of the Provost declared the 2017-18 academic year the “Year of HealthyU” as part of its on-

going efforts to focus on specific topic areas each year.  The Office of the Provost provides matching grants for 

programming and experiential learning opportunities for the University community.  The 2016-17 school year 

was proclaimed the Year of Diversity at Pitt, preceded by the Year of Humanities (2015-16) and the Year of 

Sustainability (2014-15).  
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For more information, please contact Shawn Ahearn, director of marketing and communications, Division of 
Student Affairs, at ahearn@pitt.edu, or by phone at 412-648-1005 or cell 412-715-1157. 

https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/healthyu/
https://provost.pitt.edu/initiatives/year-pitt
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