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Pitt hosts first-ever ‘Women’s Empowerment Week’ 

 by Allison Jensen 

“I have noticed a strong generational desire to volunteer and do good in the 
community,” said Valerie Haust, Executive Director for Blossom & Flourish, an organization that 
helps young girls in middle and high school discover their leadership purpose. “I have really 
enjoyed the ability to connect with current Pitt students and hear their passions.” 

Blossom & Flourish took advantage of attending this year’s Job & Internship Fair during 
a time that was very fitting for their organization. As March has served as Women’s History 
Month, the University has hosted a plethora of events for Pitt students to attend in order to 
celebrate and learn about the many contributions that women leaders have made to our world. 

From March 20-24, the University hosted its first-ever Women’s Empowerment Week, 
with the culminating event being the Women’s Empowerment Week GAL-A. The week was 
designed to spur conversations on our campus surrounding the importance of working towards 
the empowerment of all women, and how we as members of the Pitt community can 
incorporate this work into our everyday lives. The Women’s Empowerment Week GAL-A was 
hosted by the Student Government Board, in association with the Black Action Society, 
Panhellenic Council, Female Empowerment Movement, and Campus Women’s Organization. 
The event provided plenty of networking opportunities and served as a way to acknowledge 
influential women in our own community. 

“It’s important for all women to stand together and build each other up,” said Ellie 
Foley, President-Elect of the Panhellenic Council for the 2017-18 school year. “Events like these 
teach women to support each other as well as give back to the community in a positive way, 
and I hope to see events like these continue to inspire women across the Pitt campus.” 
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